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Fayrouz Atrakouti

Was it worth my time and energy to come all the way from Morocco to Japan, just for
this thing called ISC61 ?
[ can only think of one answer : HELL YES. Now, let me tell you why.

It all began when | came across a random ad on Facebook. One click was all it took for
me to be where | am now. Choosing a discussion table, completing the application form,
doing the interviews, researching and preparing for my visa went very fast. 5 months
felt like 5 days and I was already waiting for my flight to Kansai Airport. My first week,
or 4 days to be exact, was intense. | had the chance to live with an amazing host family,
sleep on tatami, eat homemade Japanese dishes, watch TV until very late at night, visit
castles, gardens and museums, wear Yukata, go on a cruise and take lots and lots of
pictures. And not a single time did I felt alone or estranged. [ was always surrounded
and taken good care of. By the end of the day, [ would end up with hundreds of pictures,
new vocabulary, extra-information about Japan and the world, 2 or 3 new friends,
swollen feet and a full stomach. But most importantly, a very very happy heart. Naturally,
it was emotionally hard for me (okay, yes, I cried a little bit... ] mean a little bit too
much..) to leave all of that and head off to Tokyo.

Being the last group to arrive, we had to rush and get ourselves ready for ISC61’s
opening ceremony. The speeches, as | see it, got directly to the point of why we were all
gathering at this place and that made me eager to start the discussions. As time passed, |
got closer to my table members and realised how lucky [ was. We shared a lot for
“strangers” who just met one week earlier : Thoughts, laughter, smiles, worries, rice
bawls, public baths, tears, excitement, ideas, Wi-Fi spots, Monster drinks, short nights,
green salad, fish and toilet breaks. Not to mention the atmosphere in which we worked,
all thanks to our table chief. She’d give us the outline of what we have to focus on and
then we’d discuss and think freely with no limitation, making the conversations
appealing to new and deep ideas.

ISC61 was far beyond my expectation. The lessons I learned about myself and the
others and the friendships I made are for me the greatest treasures of all. Nowhere else
will you be able to compile this much information, thoughts and emotion in such a short
time.

In my 21 years of life, there was nothing as enriching and fulfilling as this journey was.
And for that, I am forever grateful to Baasa, Pon, Kanako, Marina, Kyoko and all of the
committee members and participants.

Thanks to you, I can proudly say to the world : My summer was better than yours !
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Abid Abdurrahman Adonis

It may be only less than two weeks, but I believe the memories of this conference will lay down
in my mind forever. How can I say about this conference? This is too far beyond my personal
expectation. I am running out of words to attribute International Student Conference 615t in Japan
this summer. If they invent upper degree terms of “amazing”, “stunning” and “exciting”, I will
undoubtedly use that ones. Well, people can say | am exaggerating too much, but that is the cliché

of personal feeling issue : it is always hard to depict it in words.

[ can say this conference started since months before it actually began in August 24t 2015. I am
surprised and touched by committees determination and professionalism since I got my interview,
preparation, and pre-departure. They showed eagerness to do their best to the participants. In my
personal experience, even the committee needed to sent the documents twice to Indonesia,
because I terribly made a mistake. I was also very hard to reach in online during preparation and
pre-departure since I got network access issue in my hometown, and I know, that honestly would
make anyone annoyed as that was very urgent period. However, the committee did not express
any single dissapointment, even the committee still sent couples of warm and smiling messages. |
am very touched and enchanted till now. It was not only in that time, when the conference itself
began, the committees still display the same attitude. The discussion went very tense, full of
debate, but the table chief managed to keep the friendly and constructive atmosphere. The table
members came from diverse background, it was very difficut to converge into one thought and
solution. Culture and language, especially accent, differences also added some obstacles at the
very first time. But, it gave me lessons to be learnt, so that [ understood deliberate dialogue and
good attitude were able to fuze the barriers. I went to several interesting places, such as Roponggi,
Tokyo Tower, and Meiji Shrine, in the midst of conference. It was well-planned to make the
conference not become that boring. The places I visited were also impressive, in the dusk we had
a japanese dinner, they really made a pleasing trip plan. During my stay, the committee served the

participants pretty well. At least, they greeted and smiled everytime. A very friendly gesture. They
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gave us exciting side programs as well, like japanese cultural experience, bingo games, letter for

2020 and museum visit.

At the end of the day, ISC61 has developed me one step ahead. It was my first international
event in college life. It gave tons of lessons to many aspects of my life. It improved me personally
in the way I treated different people. I can respect and appreciate diversity more than before. I can
express my thoughts better to the diverse audience. [ sharpen my confidence to be a global citizen,
an international student. Substantially, the conference was full of surprise, a lot of ideas were
coming to the stage. Those might not answer all of the questions and, moreover, some of them left
questions. Yet, those blow new hopes and inspire new ideas. Those proves that student from all
over the world still care and be sensitive to the global issues and, one day, when they will be
tomorrow leaders, they will keep those in mind, and thus, they can deal with global solution, as
global citizen. Therefore, they can create peace in the future, for a better world we live in. Last but
not least, I want to give my highest gratitude and credit to the committees of ISC61 for their hard
work, determination, and love. Also, my deepest thank should be delivered to all participants for
the new friendships we tie up and all parties who support ISC61. All of us have contributed to the
world, and I hope we continue this contribution to our daily life. To end this passage, I want to
quote my favourite lyrics to express my memories in this event, “We keep this love in a photograph,
we made these memories for ourselves, where our eyes are never closing, hearts are never broken.
And time’s forever frozen still’. And yes, because this experience will lay down and be frozen inside

my deepest heart, forever...
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