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Be a Pioneer of the Next Generation: Action Towards Diversity,
Sustainability, and Respect

In this post-COVID world, the current international society is undergoing some unusually
turbulent times, which makes it difficult to gauge the future direction. While a number of countries
have been gathering efforts to return to the "pre-COVID-19 era," there still exist barriers to active
and unconstrained international exchanges. We also have been witnessing new bursts of violent
conflicts across the borders of the world, which not only influence the countries directly involved
but also their geopolitical neighbors and economic partners - resulting in global inflation, food
shortages, and intensified security concerns. Such a world today could be best explained by the
term "VUCA" (an abbreviation of "Volatility, Uncertainty, Complexity, and Ambiguity"), which
societies across the globe inevitably have to deal with.

Nevertheless, the current global society is continuously calling for worldwide cooperation for
achieving common goals, such as the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). Such a trend implies
how consistent international dialogue and cooperation are still important actions to take to
maintain peace in the world. There is also a rising importance of fostering prospective leaders
among the younger generation, discovering those who can lead the next generation towards the
common goal while respecting the diverse international society.

In response, the 69th International Student Conference (ISC69) invites students from various
parts of the world to prepare themselves to become the pioneers of the next generation. This year's
conference aims to encourage the participants to grow their global awareness and actively discover
possible ways to innovate the world, taking collective and meaningful actions towards common
goals. ISC69 will try to fulfill its annual goal based on the following three keywords: diversity,
sustainability, and respect. Considering how the international society is approaching "peace and
prosperity for people and the planet,” the future global society should be sustainable for everyone
across diverse communities, and the value of respect would allow each of us to recognize and get
along with the differences we have.

With this being said, ISC69 would like to invite international students to our in-person
conference in Tokyo, Japan, in the summer of 2023 to start thinking about our future - ISC69

would be a great place for all of us to explore our intersecting values and take action together!
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I. Digital Nationalism: Decentralization of the internet; Formation of National
Digital Ecosystems, Cybersecurity in China

Table Description: While digital technologies and the role of the internet has been regarded as one of the antecedents
of globalization and the age of information, contemporary forms of nationalism challenges the idea of the free internet.
Nation states are proposing to have their own and separate database, network and set of rules for their own
nationalistic interests. The question of “Who governs the internet?” becomes an issue when the fear of borderless
communication possibly compromising the domestic digital economy takes place. An instability in cyberspace is just as
damaging as climate change; therefore, an analysis of contemporary nationalism with its link to the global
communication ecology is essential to solve this issue.

Possible issues:
o Privacy Issues
 Surveillance capitalism
e Problems with Democracy and Freedom

Solution: Liberation of the internet through multilateral cooperation. Faster and earlier detection of breaches of data.
Surveillance capitalism is unprecedented. So we need laws and regulatory regimes to respond directly to these new
unprecedented operations

Outcome: Preventing the creation of multiple internets and allowing the public to have their right to an open and free
internet.

Slogan connection: "Be a Pioneer of the Next Generation: Action Towards Diversity, Sustainability, and Respect"

This topic looks through the short and long-term effects of digital nationalism / sometimes (can be) referred to as
Digital Authoritarianism. Increasingly, some governments (such as China and Russia) are seeing internet-related policy
issues through a national lens and this creates a big threat for other governments, companies, and individuals. Hence,
the topic strengthening respect beyond borders addresses this issue by highlighting the importance of protecting the
open digital space and the humanities’ role in solving contemporary political issues.

SDGs: (there is no direct SDG that addresses problems in the cyberspace)

SDG 4: Education

SDG 7: Affordable and Clean Energy

SDG 8: economic growth

SDG 9 : “Build resilient infrastructure, promote inclusive and sustainable industrialization and foster innovation”
SDG 10: Reduced Inequalities

12
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II. Gender and LGBTQ:Combat Gender and Sexuality based discrimination

Table Description: Inclusivity is essential in our diverse world. The theme for this table will revolve around, - Now
and Future Progress Beyond the Gender Binary and Sexuality. This table aims to investigate the present and potential
progress and dynamics of genders, spanning from the role of states and organizations in establishing gender space to
the modern gender discussion. It starts small, from media representation of the stereotypes to brutal gender-based
violence. What can be done to protect the rights of the non-binary? Will promoting the rights of LGBTQ and non-
binary have setbacks in the future? These are the few questions this table will tackle and explore various possibilities.
Being the youth, it is our responsibility to find the key to such global issues even a small change can create a ripple
effect. People have limited knowledge about gender and sexuality. Simple activities can be stewing for people who don't
fit in the gender binary column. They experience harassment and other crimes daily. Less awareness and education
create stereotypes and taboos that make them feel out of place. Further, suffer from mental health issues.

Gender conformity is so ingrained in our society that we pick the pronouns on basis of the sex assigned at birth rather
than our preferred gender identity.

This issue seems not that big when you first hear about it, but when you look into it, it's a rabbit hole of issues.
Plaguing not only in a few countries but worldwide. Issues such as - Voting rights,Discrimination,Mental health,Finding
jobs,Harassment, Healthcare,Ruthless crimes, etc. These are simply to name a few.

Possible issues:
o Media Representation
o Education
o Mindset
e Unequal opportunity

Solution: This table will design a solution based on a research-based analysis. The search will be both quantitative and
qualitative. We will conduct interviews and form an action plan accordingly.

Outcome: The outcome of the work of this table will be a written academic paper discussing Gender and Sexuality
based discrimination. The plan is to also build a usable solution such as a website or application which can further add
to the process in increasing awareness regarding this issue.

Slogan Connection : Taking actions towards raising awareness about Gender, Sexuality and issues related by
researching and finding solutions to create a better tomorrow.

SDGs:
1.SDG4 Quality Education
2.SDG5 Gender Equality
3.SDG10 Reduced Inequalities

14



6.7 B & T — < M

I. ¥V &X—LLGBTQ

R -

SREEEZ. b0 THAICBOTRARTT, TOF—TVDF—<iF, [z X —NAFV—LtxZ7va
TVTF 4 2B2RBELNROESR] 2HROICBEALET, Y=y X —EMoMILIZE T 2EFRLHEBOKLE > L BEMR
DYV X—DEHRIT, V2V EA—DBEBLUBENTESLLA A FIJAZHRAEITLILZHNELTVE T,
ATFVERALTDRAT 4 TRBRIZOVTH L, BELEHNIZESSBEHIZOVWTE T, BEVERIRbDINTVE
3,

D) UNAF ) —DOWEMESFLT:DIABTEBZTLL 5?2 LGBTQ R Y NA F V) — O ZREST 2 2 &1k, Fk
IO DEEEL LB TL & D 2P NS LR WERIREZEL X R0 — NV EFEORELY RO 201%, L7z
LEHEDEMETT,

ANZRB T2 X =Lt 2327 VT4 IZ00TIRLNTZAFEL 2380 T E A, BMLITEIN, M50 ZIEN S O
CHUTEELTVALZIZESTIR, BZULLWHDIIKR S, HOLIFZHA. NTAAY IR ZFDOMOIBREERHEL TV
29, BRLHBE DLV, BEB SR 7—EIN, BERXILTVERETLE S, S5z, BHEE LM
Blzbzasn:d,

iz bot& TRk, HHI~OBAMRMNCTEY, BOOFAOHERTIZI L., HAERICE D L Toni i+ EHE
ICREZFZBATHET,

ZOREIZ, BUICHEOZESBZEFNEERSZMETCRLVWEIICERZ T2, FAR2LEEOILESHD ) 3, —
HOEZ TR, HRPIIENoTVWET, UTD X 5 ZRETT,

1. =

2. %5

3. AV EIVANNVA

4. fFEHFEL

50 NTARXY B

6. E#

7. B LILREL L

INLER—HIEE ERA,

il 7B e
« AT 4 T ORHM
« HE
e AV FEY b
- BEDFHE

fRIRR [ HECESCOMITE SO TERNS L CERBRREZREF LET, e 7V 72EBL, 2B TT
7:‘/577"7‘/%1’Fﬁﬁbi'§"o

BB Vv EF =Lt 23 a7 V74 I2EILEBNIZOWTHRULFEMHRLITRY £9, EHETIZ. ZoRMEIZET 2
BMEBOLI O AR ESLITEBIMTES, Web ¥ A "7 XV Fr—ya v REDFERRELY Y 2a— a v HEHET
3FETT,

AU—FEDOLHRY L IOVBVCHARAIZZDIZ, Vv X — %2327 V574 L FZNIIEETAEIZzOWT
ORBrHD., BRRET RHITT:DITTEIL £5,

B# 3 3SDGsYEH

4 [EOBVWHEZAALIZ]

b [V y A PEEERL &3 |

10 ASEHOTER %< 25 | 15



6.7 B & T — < i

ITI. Mental health impact during public health emergencies:Addressing mental
health impacts of world health emergencies.

Issue: Public health emergencies have been occurring through the course of history in human civilization. Be it in terms
of war, natural calamities or the recent COVID pandemic. As a result, mass suffering is visible which often brings out
the gaps and loopholes in health systems across the nations. These insufficient and inaccessible health systems often
deepen disparity and inequities — further exacerbating the burden on the people and society as a whole. This burden
often translates into mental health implications which often remain invisibilized due to the stigma attached to mental
health (especially in the southeast Asian, Middle-eastern context, among many and interplay with cultures across diverse
countries in the world) and lack of awareness — thus, deepening mental health concerns and leaving them unaddressed.
The globe is a diverse place with different issues, challenges which often see systems collapse at the time of emergency
and there comes the disparity in reaction and damage control. These often take a toll on the citizens as they get reduced
to digits and carry the burden of emergencies alone. Moreover, the disparity between the socio-economically secure
people and the others widens. This directly and severely impacts their mental health with no address of the prevalent
problem.

Solutions: To analyze the problem of invisibilized mental health concerns and create awareness around the same for
better health outcomes. To further critically view the gaps in physical and mental health as a right and create dialogue
around the same.

Outcomes: A research report addressing the integral nature of health as a right and barriers to achieving it. To be
submitted to rights-based organizations working on health in the society in India, Japan, and other countries (if
applicable) and to health ministries likewise.

Slogan connection: The topic is aimed at exploring the ISC theme through the lens of health and how health as a right
can be accessible to everyone.

SDGs:

SDG3 - Good Health and Well-being
SDG10 - Reduced Inequalities
SDG17 - Partnerships for Goal
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IV. Transition towards green economy: Building resiliency through digital
innovations

Table Description: The earth has been seeing unprecedented changes in the context of environmental sustainability. This is
evidenced by climate change, the increasing level of deforestation, the rapid decline of clean water, soil erosion and many
others. To mitigate the risks and dangers posed by deteriorating environment conditions, the concept of sustainable
development has been refined within the past decades, from only discussing the pathway to sustainable forest management,
to becoming a holistic approach and strategy that prioritizes desirable living conditions in the long term. This concept aims
to create solutions for the well-being of humans, which was measured by, such as but not limited to, health and the
fulfillment of material needs, such as clean air and water, opportunities for education and employment, and access to
sufficient nutrition.

A green approach for the economy aims for net zero carbon emission, efficiency in using resources, and creating a more
inclusive society. To achieve a green economy, resources are not used minimally, but optimally to boost growth in
employment, income, and welfare, while preventing the deterioration of biodiversity and ecosystem. Meanwhile, the digital
economy focuses on transforming economic activities into a non-physical world through internet connections between
people, devices, businesses, government, and et cetera.

The integration of digital economy and green economy has been named as an opportunity to achieve the conditions
expected by sustainable development. The synergy between the two relies on how the digital economy secures new means of
citizens’ empowerment through ICT, while maintaining the principles of a low carbon economy. Digitalisation can contribute
to decoupling the flow of the economy from excessive use of natural resources and consequently, reduce environmental
impacts. In addition to that, digitalisation has been rampant with innovation and hence may promote better employment
opportunities. However, there may be some drawbacks to this as telecommunication networks spend a large amount of
electricity consumption within their data centers. But it does not change the fact that some countries, such as South Korea,
have been aiming to create a greener economy while providing more digital services and safety nets.

In the process of achieving sustainable development goals, it is therefore important to think about ways in which this
opportunity can be maximized, strategies for countries who are interested in implementing this, and the solutions to mitigate
potential negative impacts. This issue particularly correlates with the 8th and 13th goal of SDGs which aims to ensure
economic growth and to respond to climate change. To conclude, this table will discuss how digitalization can aid
development plans in transitioning towards a green and resilient economy.

Possible issues:
« Dispute on the drawbacks of digitalization (resource-consuming and carbon emission)

Solution: This table will create a social media campaign to raise awareness about a green economy.
Outcome: This table will write a policy proposal that would provide pathways and strategy to integrate digitalization into the
process of transition towards a green economy.

Slogan connection: We are talking about creating environmental sustainability for the future through the advocacy of a
green digital economy, while also keeping diversity and respect from the digitalization aspect (such as promoting digital
innovation).

SDGs:
SDG 8 Decent work and economic growth
SDG 13 Climate action
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V. Covid-19 and Income Inequality

Table Description: Inequality had shown its resurgence during the pandemic, and income inequality was one of the
notable ones. Disparity widened more between the rich and the poor due to the recession and unequal income
distribution. With both extreme poverty and billionaire wealth on the rise, the pandemic’s effect on inequality may
appear obvious.

Solution: To prevent future unequal income distribution when new global upheaval emerges.

Outcome: Policy proposal

Slogan connection: To anticipate future trend of income disparity and its impacts during another feasible crisis.

SDGs: 1. No poverty,
2. Zero hunger,
4. Quality education,
10. Reduced inequality.
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