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Table2 Democracy and Global Order
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Robert Ken Volker Germany University of Cologne
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Sumaiya Tanim Bangladesh University of Dhaka
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Jinbang Luan China University of Oxford
Joyce Gao Wenjing Singapore Nanyang Technological University
Sanramith Sam Cambodia Mahidol University International College
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® Okayama is so serene and peaceful! Now that [ have friends here, so why not?
® It's areally beautiful and interesting country with so many things to see and do. It is impossible
to see everything in one trip, so [ would like to return again!
® Beautiful country with hospitable and kind people
® Unfortunately, I haven't got enough time to see the most legendary Kyoto's sights: Kinkaku-ji
and Ryouan-ji. And I would like to visit Nara prefecture one day, too.

(A RE-THIN

® [ usually don’t go to a country twice because I want to keep the memories alive here.
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® At first, [ thought it's just like any other countries but turns out it has something unique to offer,
especially the transportation system that I love the most.
® | have heard Japan is quite a busy place, and people are quite busy. But now I changed my
mind after meeting very warm and nice people.
® [t’s even better when you experience it live then on the pictures or TV.

(RNt %& 2 7-A)
® [ met a guide in Kyushu castle, and it was so kind of him that asking me for experiencing
wearing kimono and samurai clothes for free. Japanese are so nice.
® Everything I heard about Japan was proven correct, and everything I heard was positive and
good.
® Maybe because ['ve already live in Japan, my view toward Japan doesn't changed a lot.
® Japan deserves all the good words written, amazing place with even more amazing people.
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® People, places, food, organization, transport
® | could understand the overall theme of any conversation in English combined with gestures.

F18 (M6 ICBILT) &5 05 MAED Ad o7 TT o

® Japanese people, apart from committee members, seem to be shy or not skilled enough to talk

in English, so committee members had to be interpreters for us sometimes.
® They should speak more English because sometimes I can’t join their conversation. It the same
with some public sightseeing’s and museums, I couldn’t understand much.
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® Amazing host, sticks, lots of colors, lots of fish, good manners, punctuality

® Polite, well-mannered, always putting on a cheerful face and wants to treats others to the best
of their ability.

® (Calm, close to rules, protective, helpful

® Thinking of others

® Model with a mixed heritage, a mix of Chinese and European influences

11 HAZR Y 3 E 23z e Bunx 5,

® Many strict rules (in a cultural way)

® Too polite

® | personally think Japanese people are very polite and kind but they can also be very
individualistic

® They might be apologizing too much.
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TABLE 1

Heterosexism

Table Chief: Huynh Phuc

Business Report

Despite numerous widespread movements around the world during the past few decades, the
LGBT+ community still face discrimination in a society full of heterosexist rules as the authoritative

discourse.

Heterosexism is a system or culture based on a view that sees heterosexuality as the only right
norm and therefore superior. This system has become the foundation of many societies, neglecting or
marginalizing those who fall outside of the norm. It is important to note that although the majority of
those who are affected by heterosexism identify as LGBT+, the discriminatory practices of
heterosexism affects society as a whole, regardless of sexuality or gender by defining strict rules about
how one can or cannot express themselves based on their biological self. We need to talk about this in
our current global society because no one should be left behind. We all need a society where everyone
is included. That is the reason why I chose this topic for my table. I want to challenge the deep-rooted
conservative ideology of our society. I want to make a change in the life of those who are drastically
vulnerable to heterosexist acts. I have heard of so many stories of people out there, who have to fight

against discrimination every single day of their life. And we gathered at ISC64.

After the whole recruiting process that lasted for several months, we eventually had a total of four
international students, three Japanese students and two sub-table chiefs from the committee. The
members are totally diverse in their nationalities, cultures and academic backgrounds, which exactly
aligned with what I had expected for the team, because diversity will bring different ideas, productive

discussion and constructive arguments.

Before the conference, we entirely worked over the internet, where we conducted several sessions
of discussion about different sub-topics related to LGBT+ issues. This is for every one of us to prepare
ourselves with rounded knowledge about the main theme. We started with the most basic things:
definitions. How should heterosexism be defined? What is sex? What is gender? What is the
difference between them? Or more concisely, what is the difference between sexual orientation and
gender identity? How should we address the community of non-heterosexuals in the most inclusive
and considerate way? Should it be LGBT, or LGBT+, or LGBTQ, or LGBTI, or anything else, as there

are several terms used by different organisations? Then we pushed it further on what is happening

34



right now in terms of LGBT+ rights. What is the problem that we should be focusing on? By talking,
arguing and debating, we finally came up with education, as it is the core of our society. Heterosexism
is an ideology that we, human beings, have been adhering to in every aspect of society. Therefore, it is
a fact that we cannot eradicate this norm in just a year or two. Considering that, we came to think
about our next generations. It will be significantly easier to educate young kids than changing the
mindset of adults, who have already fully constructed their own values about things in life.
Consequently, we started to put our concentration on the problems related to heterosexist that does still
exist in the education system, especially in Japan. Using different methods of team management,
having members work either individually or as a pair, we managed to finish our background research
by the conference. Hence, during the nine days in Tokyo, we moved on to our solutions for the future
vision that we created: to eradicate heterosexism in the Japanese elementary school system. Spending
several days on aggressive discussion, intense brainstorming, questioning the alternatives, improving
the potential ideas and consulting professionals, we eventually came up with a concrete proposal on
how we should change the current curriculum and facilities in schools around Japan. The proposals
came in both English version and Japanese version thanks to the hard work of every single member of

the table.

People would usually expect some conflicts to happen when working in a diverse group of people.
However, it is indeed surprising that we did not have any problems when it comes to the difference in
our values and cultures. We are all from different countries with different backgrounds, but during the
whole twelve intense sessions of discussion, we were cooperating in extreme harmony. Saying that
does not mean that we did not discuss critically. There were several sessions where we were
commenting constructively on each other’s ideas, which helped bring about a very satisfactory result
for the discussion of our table. We were a little bit behind the schedule for the first two days of the
conference, because at some point, we were stuck in the process of brainstorming. It was much more
challenging then we had expected. Nevertheless, I think it is reasonable because we needed to spend
more time on making sure that the solutions we made are the most appropriate and effective ones.
With experience in working in an international team, I was already acquainted to the issues that might
arise, so everything was in total control. We were all on a great pace towards the final forum with

everyone working intensely on his or her allocated work.

We ended the conference with our amazing proposal where we put all of our hopes inside. We
were not just friends, we became so attached that the table could be called a family. We chatted for a
few months; we met in an August evening; we had our common goals; we faced the same problems;
we fought together; and we overcame them all. I am sure that these memories about ISC64 remain

forever, and we all will feel as if it had never ended.
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Summary of the Policy Proposal

EMBRACING DIVERSITY WITH EMPATHY

New-age Strategies to eradicate heterosexism in the Japanese elementary school system

Despite numerous widespread movements around the world during the past few decades, the
LGBT+ community still face discrimination in a society where heteronormativity rules as the

authoritative discourse.

Heterosexism is a system or culture based on a view that sees heterosexuality as the only right
norm and therefore superior. This system has become the foundation of many societies, neglecting or
marginalizing those who fall outside of the norm. It is important to note that although the majority of
those who are affected by heterosexism identify as LGBT+, the discriminatory practices of
heterosexism affects society as a whole, regardless of sexuality or gender by defining strict rules about

how one can or cannot express oneself based on their biological self.

For a long time, many LGBT+ persons were and still are, worried about how their expression of
gender and sexuality could affect their lives. If we can reach a level where there is respect amongst
individuals independent of their identity, violence and prejudice will decrease. The most effective way
to make that happen is with education. Through educating the younger generations so as to impart an
open-minded approach with social issues, students will be able to critically challenge the current
discourses in society, such as heteronormativity. Several actions have been taken by the government,
schools, and NGOs, but none have had a profound impact on heterosexism, which is a deeply rooted

ideology of the whole society, especially in Japanese culture.

Table 1 of the 64™ International Student Conference is fighting for a future where schools are a
place that welcomes everyone regardless of sexual orientation and gender identity. Therefore, this
proposal aims to be a recommendation of simple yet effective practices that can be applied into the
current curriculum, using the discretionary power that teachers have in primary education. Although
some changes depend on external factors, talking about and sharing information on the subject is a

powerful way to create change in the present.

The proposed changes open a path for the goal of reduce the proportion of LGBT+ students in
Japan who are bullied both verbally and physically by 2030. Depression and suicide rates among
LGBT+ students should therefore be reduced proportionately. When we are respectful of the

differences among all of us, heterosexism will no longer exist.
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Participants Essay

Anna Rumjahn

Table 1 has formulated their proposal based upon the belief that through education, we can
change the world. I believe that ISC64 has provided a platform for voices of extraordinary characters
who are your ‘everyday man’ to be heard. In a world of competitive and fast paced consumerism, it is
hard to have your opinion be considered by the larger community. Hence, this proposal plays a vital

role in moving forward towards and inclusive society.

My love for challenging dispositions and taking on new endeavours largely drove my intention to
use education to eradicate heterosexism in Japanese elementary schools. Research into the lives of
sexual minorities in Japanese society has shown me how undervalued the ‘other’ in society is, and
their voices need to heard in an age moving towards equality. [SC64’s Table 1 was perfect opportunity
for us to express how we could strive for the human rights of everyone, no matter gender or sexuality.
The opportunity to meet with the Head of General Affairs of Shibuya City also gave me a deep insight
into how the LBGT+ community is fairing against a society of such hegemonic tendencies which are

deeply rooted in their culture.

If alterations could be made to the proposal, I would also focus on how parents can be educated
through seminars and interactive workshops so as to gain a wider worldview. This would be beneficial
to society as they would be more accepting and capable of dealing with their own children to think

critically about the hegemonic discourse that prevails in society.

I trust the capacity of the human race to constantly change and improve on numerous levels.
Being a preservice teacher, I take my job with the highest regard as children are easily molded and
need to be given the proper foundations from an early age. By instilling the mindset of openness,
creativity, willingness, resourcefulness and understanding of themselves as well as others, they will
strive to be amazing citizens. ISC64 promotes these attitudes and henceforth, why I supported this
event and want to be a part of it. It was incredible to contribute towards a project with a diverse range

of characters so as to create global change and take a step closer to world peace.

As a prospective teacher, the dynamic discussions and meaningful interactions with like-minded
individuals will shape my pedagogy which will result in a more powerful influence on my students.
We can only teach as much as we know, so, having the capability to gain more knowledge and deeper

understandings of such vital social issues will augment my capacity to deliver higher quality education.
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I believe in changing the world, one student at a time, however, my own attitudes and philosophies

need to be extended first, and the ISC64 will definitely achieve that.

Knowing that what I have to say ‘really matters’ and that my contributions apply to a bigger
intellectual movement makes me feel valued. I am currently in the process of undertaking Honours
Research at The University of Sydney, concentrating on how gender and sexuality are socially
reproduced in primary education, as well as teachers’ experiences when approaching sexuality
education, which heavily links to Table 1’s topic of Heterosexism. By attending ISC64, 1 was able to
openly share my current knowledge with others and through group reflections, their opinions were
taken in and highly regarded. This was a once in a lifetime opportunity to interact with a diverse range
of people, opening up my worldview and reaching sustainable happiness for all. ISC64 has helped me
realise that my future goals are even more important, that changing lives matter, even if it is just for
one person. As a future teacher, my role in the community is vital to producing the next generation of
leaders and I would want them to have the openmindedness and respect for equality that contributes
towards world peace. This would be done through introducing LBGT+ literature in the classroom and
having those tough conversations about blended families, about non-heterosexual tendencies so as to
normalise the idea of sexual minorities. The socially constructed notions of heteronormalisation only
stand true if we think it’s true. By being a strong role model for children, they will adopt a non-
judgmental perspective on how human sexuality is. Through disrupting and undermining the
authoritative discourse, I will be able to show others that the human race is capable of co-existing in
world peace. We will accept every person for who they are, no matter sexual orientation or gender

pronoun.
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TABLE 2

Democracy and Global Order

Table Chief: Ruxandra Florea

Business Report

Democracy and Global Order is a crucial subject that needs to be addressed in the current global
society. Since the democratic system concerns only the conduct of domestic politics, many people fail
to see the relevance of democracy in a global context. However, in the international system, the states
are the main actors. There are currently over 130 democratic countries in their world and their health
and stability affects the international peace. That is why, Table 2 decided to look at Western liberal
democracies, which recently have experienced democratic crisis (despite their strong liberal

foundations) through the rise of populism.

In the months prior to the conference, Table 2 members have carefully looked at the causes of
democratic crisis around the world and have discovered that the factors are multiple and
interconnected. Thus, simply choosing to focus on one and ignoring the others was difficult. Table 2
has narrowed down their focus to Western democracies and had come up with the conclusion that
populism had a big impact on the democratic state’s stability and society. Before the conference, the
members have selected four study cases to focus on in explaining the following points: how the recent
wave of populism has developed in each country, the share of votes for populist parties in the recent
elections and possible causes of the trend. Thus, Table 2’s study cases were United Kingdom, Poland,
United States and France.

During the main conference, Table 2 members have focus on discovering the main cause of the
rise of populism by analyzing the context of each of the four chosen democracies. After concluding
that the main cause of the rise of populist parties and leaders was the misperception of citizens
regarding the reality in the country (mostly economic reality), the members have focused on finding
ways to mitigate the misperception and have proposed three policies in order to do so.

When proposing the solutions, the members have tried to find policies which tackle different
sides of the problem. The first policy tackles the political aspect and focuses on media literacy
(education for citizens) and journalism with integrity. The second policy focuses on the social aspect
and encourages the implementation of open spaces for opposed groups to interact and form dialogue.
The third policy focuses on the economical aspect and is centered towards minimizing the income

inequality in the United States.
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Even though Table 2 achieved its objective throughout the main conference, the team members
faced some challenges. It was difficult to maintain the same level of participation in discussion within
the members of the table. Thus, a gap was formed between members who were very active in
expressing their opinions and members who were shy and less active.

Generally, Japanese members were part of the second group, being shy and finding it difficult to
express their opinions. In order to eliminate the difference and to make everyone comfortable to
participate in the discussions, I have implemented some team building games. Through the simple
games, the members were able to become friendlier to each other. Another strategy that worked was
dividing the workload into small teams. We discovered that the display of the room was also important
for our interactions, so sometimes during the discussion we sat in a circle to create a more comfortable

environment to express opinions.
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Summary of the Policy Proposal

THE RISE OF POPULISM

AND ITS THREAT TO LIBERAL DEMOCRACY

INTRODUCTION

In the context of the rapid globalization and expanding concerns of socio-economic insecurity,
there has been a continuous rise of populism in Western liberal democracies. Populism often
poses a threat to the core values of liberal democracies, creating instability within and between

POPULISM TREND IN LIBERAL
DEMOCRACY

Average share of votes for populist parties
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CONCLUSION

The trend of populism is highly related to
globalization. As the world is undergoing many
rapid changes, this process often leads to the
misperception of the aconomic reality. As a
consequence, populists take advantage of the
false image. In order to mitigata the
misperception, we tackle this issue through three
different approaches: improving media literacy;
creating an open space for interaction between
opposing groups; and providing stable grounds
for the middle class through improving their
infrastructure system.

countries.

FACTS:

The more one is exposed to the socio-cultural conseguences
of globalization, the more one perceives rapid sodo-economic
changes as harmful. Such misperceptions often lead to
economic and political discontent, which, in twm, create
favorable environment for populism.

POLICY PROPOSAL

ELEVATING THE STANDARD OF JOURNALISM IN NEWS
AGENCY COMPANIES THROUGH JOURNALISTIC
INTEGRITY

Conducting training courses within news companies on
written content and journalistic integrity (annually or
guarterly).

INTEGRATION OF "SAFE SPACE’ GUIDELINE INTO
INSTITUTIONS

Suggested sets of ethical guidelines are encouraged to be
adopted by institutions such as schools, universities,
companies, etc. in order to effectively facilitate and sustain
spaces free of bias, conflict, criticism, or potentially
threatening actions, ideas, or conversations.

IMPROVING THE INFRASTRUCTURE

Especially for the United States, the local, state, and federal
levels, together with the private companies, are to be
encouraged to continue investing in infrastructure through
smart investment. This will create a stable middle dass
environment, which will help in mitigating the established
misperception of the economy.

REFERENCES:

Margalit. ¥. (2012). Lost in Globalization: international Economic
Integration and the Sources of Popular Discontentd. International
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Participants Essay

Robert Ken Volker

Concerning the Conference: What are your own personal opinions about your table
proposal? What would you change in the proposal and why? What kind of change do you hope

your table proposal will bring to society?

To me, [ am very satisfied and proud of our table’s policy proposal. We did our best to develop
the best proposal we could in the limited time we had and faced and solved many challenges along the
way. In the end the proposal became what we wanted it to be: The essence of all our efforts,
assignments and intense discussions. We tried to bring our ideas and results together in an as

understandable and coherent proposal text as possible.

If there is something to change in our proposal it just would be additions and expanding the
proposal to explain especially our three policy proposals more in depth. Naturally, we have done so
much research and discussed intensively that we have dozens of sources and points we had to shorten

or even cut out to make the proposal not too long.

It would have been nice to include more of this research and results but of course it is important

to keep the right balance between the different parts of the proposal.

At first, I hope that our proposal helps to tackle the misperception within societies and to mitigate
it. As we showed, the economic situation is stable if not even good in the liberal democracies across
the globe and if the people would consider that point and look at the facts they would be less
susceptible towards populistic claims and populism in general because populist always address the
current assumingly bad (economic) situation, the failure of the elites and the need for rather radical

change only they can provide.

Furthermore, I hope that news agencies realize how much they contribute to this misperception
with insufficient journalism particularly in their online presence. It is truly important that those
companies counter steer the developments of eroding journalistic quality caused by time and cost
pressures and invest in their employees. In our age of digitalization, it becomes increasingly important
to be sufficiently trained and educated in researching, handling and citing online sources and it is high

time for implementing appropriate training courses.

Finally, I hope that in the U.S even the Trump administration take steps against the soaring
inequality. Our suggestion of an investment in infrastructure does not only help to support the
diminishing middle class but has beneficial effects for all parts of society. So, it is easy to justify it

politically and just should be implemented in a brave and large scale. We could not cover this point
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entirely anymore in our proposal, but our research showed that it is not even that relevant where to
invest geographically and in which sectors of infrastructure exactly. Surely, regions like mid-west are
poorly connected to the economic hubs and the problems there are obvious but even in the vibrant
metropoles unfavored districts and sub-urban areas do exist. Also, (maybe except for the train
infrastructure where huge investments were already made) basically every sector of American

infrastructure is highly improvable.

Beyond the conference: How has ISC affected your future goals? What kind of change or

value do you want to create in your life, and what are the specific steps in realizing them?

The 64™ International Student Conference had a huge impact on me and was an unforgettable

experience.

It definitely confirmed me in my future goal to work in an international environment. To work in
highly diverse and multi-cultural teams at the ISC was productive, challenging and a lot of fun. Even

more than before I can see myself working in such groups and could learn so much in doing so.

I want to bring an international and open mindset into my future work place and fulfill my work
with integrity and respect towards everyone. The next step is to finish my Bachelor of Science in
Business Administration at the University of Cologne. Afterwards I would like to do an internship,
preferably an international one before starting my Master studies in Berlin, Munich or Hamburg.
During my Master studies I strive to do a semester abroad again to deepen my understanding of other
cultures and to perfect my English skills. Finally, I would like to start in a company that aligns with
my goals, beliefs and values. After the ISC I could imagine an engagement in politics later in my

career as well.
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TABLE 3

Designer Babies

Table chief: Aaron Chang

Business Report

Introduction

The United States, United Kingdom, and China currently lead the world in the research for
developing technology to edit human embryos. With experts predicting such technology to be a viable
reality in as early as a decade, it is essential to consider the ethical considerations of designer babies to
ensure responsible application. These ethical questions surrounding age-old topics, such as the balance
of human rights and eugenics, are reframed by the advent of genetic engineering technology. However,
discussing the ethics of designer babies and genetic engineering may matter less when considering that
there is very little infrastructure dedicated to facilitating such discussions in a productive manner

which will directly influence governments or the fields of science and medicine.

Before the Conference

With designer babies still far off in the future, our table had originally decided on holding an
ethical discussion as there continues to be a lack of adequate information regarding the risks and costs.
Prior to the conference, we established our initial set of premises after some background research. A
general definition of disabilities and enhancements were given while also explaining how culture
determines whether certain diseases fall under these definitions. Lastly, we approached the discussion
assuming designer babies had reached a stage where biomedical technology for designer babies has
been perfected. In doing so, we focus entirely on the ethical questions surrounding designer babies
itself. This final premise would later be revised due to a change in directions detailed in the next

section.

Much of our reading was from the report, Human Genome Editing: Science, Ethics, and
Governance, published in 2017 by a global committee of scientists. This report details the state of
research and regulations as of 2017 as well as various ethical considerations and standards they
believe are essential to consider as genetic engineering continues to advance. Other readings came

from articles found mainly in Scientific American and MIT Technology.

44



In preparation for the larger discussion at the conference, most discussions were done one-on-one.
Unfortunately, no records of these discussions were kept. However, our table would be asked to shift
our goals and create a policy proposal instead of simply having a discussion regarding ethics. Thus,

much of our preparation would not contribute directly to our new goal.

At the Conference

After days of discussion and brainstorming, our table settled on the idea of using a virtual
democracy integrated into the regulatory processes of the Japanese government. The end goal was to
create an environment for productive dialogue and crosstalk within communities, countries, and
nations. This roundabout policy proposal was the only viable type of approach as there was not
enough information to create a reasonable proposal regarding actual regulations of genetic engineering

research or designer babies.

This decision was reached after establishing a few points. Firstly, our audience was the Japanese
Cabinet Office, so the proposal must make suggestions which can be acted upon by this government.
Secondly, the Japanese government currently does not actively include the public in discussions
regarding the regulatory process of research and application of science and medicine. We believed that
this is a disservice to the people of Japan based on their democratic values. Of course, this meant our
final premise would have to be revised as we were now operating within Japan’s current regulatory

process.

Team-based Obstacles and Challenges

Planning a meeting for large groups is a challenge. Planning a meeting for a large group across
multiple time zones was literally not possible, but fortunately, small group discussions were more
productive. In hindsight, I should have also created a more organized structure that allowed the whole

table to see what people discussed in their smaller meetings.

At the conference, discussions were initially dominated by international members, including
myself. At the time, the largest obstacle for me was that we had to go back to the drawing board and
figure out how we could create a policy proposal. With no clear goal, I felt like dividing the table into
smaller groups would be a waste of time. In reality, I was too focused on trying to determine our plan
and neglected the majority of the members. This led to an unnecessarily rapid discussion that made it

difficult for many members to join or even follow the conversation.

To remedy the situation, I began by reaching out to members individually to troubleshoot our

meetings. Unfortunately, I was the biggest culprit when it came to speaking too quickly or unclearly. I
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would do my best to be conscious of my habits, but I asked members to also keep me in check. In
terms of group dynamics, placing members in small groups of two or three allowed them to move at
their own paces. Sometimes changing members around also allowed for different dynamics and
perspectives. After these small meetings, we would reconvene and summarize important points to
ensure everyone was on the same page. When large discussions started to falter we would switch back
to working in small groups. I would also float between groups to see how everyone was doing. This
process helped move the discussion along pretty well. However, I wish I had more time to check back
in with each member to ensure everyone had a clear understanding of our goal and the purpose of our
policy proposal. In the end, we were working against time, but we had overcome the challenges we
had faced during the first days of the conference. More than anything, it was satisfying to see how

much each of us had grown during this interesting experience of ISC 64.
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Summary of the Policy Proposal

GENETIC ENGINEERING, DESIGNER
BABIES, AND VIRTUAL DEMOCRACY

BACKGROUND

The idea of selecting the sex of your child or choosing not to give birth to a
child with a disability is already a current reality that raises many ethical
questions. However with the advances in genetic engineering, selecting more
than just the sex of your child has become an undeniable possibility. By
modifying the genetic code, a parent can design and "build a baby". In March
2018, Japan's Cabinet Office reported, "At this point, we cannot approve the
clinical usage of transplanting genome edited human embryos to human or
animals, on any objective’. Genome editing techniques require further
development in precision and effectiveness. As of now, only China, the US, and
the UK. have publicly pursued this improvement. In other countries, including
Japan, the human dignity of human embryos seems to be a recurrent reason in
little to no experimentation with human embryos using genetic engineering.

PROBLEM

Designer babies reframe many ethical questions that can be found already present
in modern society. Many of these ethical discussions remain at an impasse or
become topics of volatile contention. In Japan, no explicit regulations or law bar such
research. However, this regulatory process for science and medical application is
often held behind closed doors and guidelines or recommendations are given
instead of law. This somewhat secretive process keeps public awareness to a
minimum which also affects public opinion and involvement.

OUR PROPOSAL

With the potential of designer babies on the horizon, there is a growing need for
modern solutions to futuristic problems. We advocate for the use of modern
technology to create a better forum for democracy. A virtual democracy
provides a strong scaffold for both international and intranational dialogue. In
continually learning how to better foster such dialogue, we bring humanity one
step closer to the asymptote of world peace.



Participants Essay

Kimberly Soo

Given the chance to reconstruct this proposal, I would consider conducting more research and
gathering more resources. With this, we would be able to critically investigate the potential

opportunities and downfalls associated with implementing a virtual democracy system.

I believe there is a responsibility when constructing a strong proposal to present a fair argument
for both sides of a proposition, and to thoroughly investigate any ideas before submitting them for
parliamentary consideration. While a persuasive proposal highlights and targets areas of opportunity
or potential, it must also take into account any major flaws, limitations, disadvantages, or barriers to
success. These drawbacks could relate to any phase of the development, planning, implementation or

evaluation stages, hence it is important to be aware so they can be managed or eradicated.

I wish we had time to go deeper in-depth on what we were writing about, and to provide more
details as to what we were presenting. In retrospect, the proposal is brief and there are many areas
where more detail or supplementary research would have been able to support our argument for a
virtual democracy system. In saying that, I understand that given the unusual circumstances we were

in, having additional time and resources were a luxury we could not afford.

Regarding the idea of a virtual democracy system itself — I believe there is true potential behind
such a venture, and that its’ successful implementation could revitalize the modern-day democratic

system.

Fair, equal, and accessible voting rights have long been a contentious topic throughout history.
New Zealand recently celebrated the 125th anniversary of women’s suffrage, being the first nation in
the world to grant women the right to vote. After generations of men and women all over the world
fighting so hard for so long to have their voices heard, it is especially important to me now that people

make the most of an opportunity that is sometimes taken for granted — an individual’s right to vote.

With this in mind, I fully support a system that encourages voter participation and allows for
easier access to voting. The fact that a virtual democracy system fuses technology with politics and

democracy is a beautiful amalgamation of two of my many areas of passion and interest.

The STEM section of my background encourages me to push for inclusive technologies that
improve the lives of everyday citizens, and ensures that their human rights are met. [ believe having
improved access to participation in the democratic system falls under this category. The concept of a
platform that actively educates and encourages public involvement in politics is exciting, innovative,

and radical. If successful, elections could be revolutionized and history henceforth changed.
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ISC has reiterated my love for travel and diplomatic relations. With globalization spreading and
expanding rapidly, positive transnational bonds and relations are integral. ISC provided a platform to
establish these bonds and fortify them through the process of living together and outlining mutual

goals to work towards.

One thing this conference reminded me of is how difficult it is to instigate change on a
governmental level. But it also reminded me of how rewarding and significant it is to have these
conversations, and to work towards creating these important changes. Governments hold so much
power, and thus they carry a huge responsibility to uphold the rights of their citizens and ensure their

wellbeing and welfare.

In an ideal world, I would work in a sector or position where the work I produce is significant,
respected, and listened to by fellow professionals in positions of power. I would love to be able to help
create changes on a policy level and to be able to fight for justice on a platform that is considered
important and reputable. This is all in pursuit of justice, fairness, and equality. In this scenario, I would
prefer to balance publicity and esteem with maintaining anonymity and a low-profile, essentially

avoiding the public spotlight.

If I were not to follow the traditional path into the public sector, I would consider establishing my
own platform to elevate my voice, and the voices of others. Ideally, such a task would allow for

flexibility in lifestyle and would accommodate, if not require, overseas travel.

Overall, ISC became home to an environment that fostered shared experiences and open,
respectful dialogue. The friendships, connections, and networks I developed during the conference
carry such intrinsic personal and professional value, and they make up a sizable portion of the benefit I
gained from attending. Furthermore, the amount of personal growth and development I experienced on
this journey has been invaluable and unreplicable. Through pain, frustration and physical exhaustion

came progress, maturity and improvement.
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TABLE 4

21st Century Education
Table Chief: Rachel Faun

Business Report

Humans have always wanted power. We fear it, yet we yearn for it. We would always seek for
better, faster and stronger things that can empower us. According to Klaus Schwab, author of ‘The
Fourth Industrial Revolution’, The Fourth Industrial Revolution is a fusion of the physical, digital and

biological worlds, which could question what it meant to be humans.

Upon learning about this, I found myself worrying, for myself and for the generations after me.
As a student compelled to be in the current education system, I saw both its merits and flaws. Indeed,
the system worked incredibly well in that era it was created in. But, how about now? Is our education

system preparing us for this period in time that we’re living in?

The possible notion that technology could replace our jobs terrifies us. The McKinsey Global
Institute reported that up to 800 million jobs would be replaced by robotic automation by 2030. The
people who would most likely be affected are factory workers. In truth, we saw this coming. Ads
about self-driving cars may impress us, but those who make a living as vehicle drivers see these ads as
threats. I find that we cannot stop technology from taking away these jobs, but what we can do is
prepare ourselves for the changes that we can foresee. With this in mind, I began questioning my
existence in school. Why do we go to schools? Are schools really preparing us for the future? Will we
be ready to take on the harsh realities of life when we leave the safety nets of our parents and our

teachers?

I did not know the answers to these questions. But they say that a journey of a thousand miles
begins with a single step. I had a vision that I wanted my table to work towards, and that is, “to see a

world where quality education is accessible to people of every nation and tongue”.

So, our first steps were to create ‘quality education’. I also wanted the discussion to center around
the primary school education system in Japan. Thus, I first did a literature review, where I gathered a
list of soft skills that we would need in the 21st century. These helped provide a basis for the surveys,
which allowed my table to determine the top five skills that would make up our main points for
discussion. Furthermore, we found out that the stakeholders whom we should target were teachers. We
also talked to an Education professor, who validated the list of skills and also gave us tremendous

insights on how we could draft our proposal to the teachers.
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Next, through numerous interviews with the teachers, we were able to come up with three
problems that these teachers were facing. First of all, they had no time to think about teaching methods
for these soft skills. Secondly, there was no set definition of soft skills in Japanese. Finally, there was
no standardized soft skill assessment. These problems were validated repeatedly by wvarious

stakeholders in the education industry.

The whole duration of the conference was mainly spent on the completion of the proposals. Our
table decided that we would draft a booklet of various suggestions on how to teach these soft skills, in
the hopes it will help the teachers. Furthermore, we wrote a letter addressed to one of the ministers in
the Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology of Japan, calling for definitions

and an assessment for soft skills.

However, the whole journey was not easy. There were numerous problems that we encountered,
in particular, language and cultural barriers. As much as | tried to bring together good English
speakers, cultural aspects and vague nuances made the discussions difficult as we would often not
know if we were all on the same page or not. Furthermore, there was a gap in the age and knowledge
of the participants, which made it hard to keep the discussion flowing smoothly. There was also a
problem of last minute additions to the team. This caused us to be pushed back a day because we had
to reopen a discussion that was already established prior to the conference, to include the opinions of
the new team members. For most of these problems, we could address them by slowing down the
discussion, and making sure that everyone was on the same page and that all of their opinions were

heard.

In the case of our research, there were many limitations, all of which have been highlighted in the
paper. For limitations that we thought could be supplemented by additional research, we have done so.
However, there were some that were simply out of our capacity and control to solve them. The biggest
issue we had was that, the teachers to whom we presented our ‘Suggestions’ booklet, rejected the idea
of it. The main reason being that we had not observed how teachers actually taught in classrooms, and
we simply could not have written a booklet such as this without making observations in their
classrooms. Indeed, they gave us a dose of reality. Although it disappointed and discouraged us, we

did not give up. Instead, we were more willing to try harder and listen to what the teachers had to say.

As the table chief of Table 4 for the 64th International Student Conference, I am proud to say that,
despite many obstacles that we faced, my table members are easily the best people who could
potentially solve the problems in the education system. I am hopeful and eager to see how they will

change the world, one step at a time.
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Summary of the Policy Proposal

(sierhiat,

C1SC?

)

Table 4
21st Century Education

Work gives humanity purpose in life. Without it, many would probably question their own
existence. In light of the current dynamic and disruptive environment, recent trends are redefining the
skills needed to thrive in the coming days of the 21st century. Students who graduate from current
educational institutions will be faced with a new expectation of skill sets. Thus, this table seeks to
uncover the skills and abilities that people will need in the 21st century, as well as to submit a proposal

to the key stakeholder of the education industry.

A focus is placed on elementary school systems, as the intention is to foster the ‘right’ skills and
abilities to those who are still at a young age. In addition to that, the study was narrowed down to

Japanese elementary school systems, because it is the area in which the author currently resides.

The list of soft skills and abilities that are teachable to primary school children and are needed to
thrive in working life in Japan, in the 21st Century, consists of: (1) Communication with Others, (2)
Critical Thinking, (3) Logical Thinking, (4) Creativity, and (5) Confidence. With regards to the
importance of Emotional Quotient (EQ) compared to Intelligence Quotient (IQ), it seems as though
more people argue that both is equally needed, which called for equal attention to be paid on fostering
these two in schools. The key stakeholder that this table shall focus on is ‘teachers’, as they are the
main executors of teaching methods in Japanese classrooms. A ‘Suggestions’ booklet was drafted for

the perusal of Japanese teachers.

A letter was also submitted to the Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and
Technology (MEXT), along with a copy of the ‘Suggestions’ booklet. The letter contained the
concerns of the teachers (concluded through numerous interviews) and points that needed to and could

only be addressed to MEXT.
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Participants Essay

Shiki Aoyagi

Table.4 made “Suggestions” and “Love Letter to MEXT” as proposal. “Suggestions” aimed at
Japanese public elementary school’s teachers. We referred our own definition of “soft skills”,
especially communication skill, confidence, creativity, critical thinking and logical thinking. In
addition, we referred methods of how to teach these skills. All in all, in my opinion, this proposal does
not have enough positive effect for teachers. Of course, images we used were so nice that everyone
can watch it clearly. However, reviewing it, some methods we suggested are a little rough and quite
common for teachers. I think these ones might disappoint teachers. That will be because of our lack of
experience. We are students, especially ones who have not seen the current classroom with our own
eyes directly. If someone had been faculty of education and experienced a practical training, we might
have understood classroom’s situation more clearly. In addition, through study meeting we did at day7,
we realized teachers are much busier than we expected. They said they do not have enough time to
watch our suggestions. This is the most difficult situation for us to resolve, I think. Moreover, we must
spend a lot of time to judge whether students acquire “Soft Skills.” Teachers will be anxious about
their teaching method. In this situation, getting methods how to teach them from college students is
not effective, because we cannot get their trust. Our suggestions will not relieve they concerns. In
order to improve these disadvantages, [ would do more research. I would interview as many teachers
as I can to make our suggestion more concrete. Then, share many interesting methods with many
teachers. If we had been able to say “those methods are ones that amazing teachers actually do and
succeed to hold interesting and exciting classes” in our suggestions, we would have appealed more. If
possible, I hope our suggestion is spread to many teachers and they include their own methods which
bring enjoyable classes. If so, teachers will try to use our suggestion much more and bring a teaching
revolution from bottom. “Love Letter to MEXT” aimed at MEXT to ask for help. We asked them to
decrease a gap between MEXT and school administrations. This gap is a degree of how “Soft Skills”
are important. Through the interview with Mr. Niizuma, we knew MEXT have already known its
importance. On the other hand, what they get teachers to do as “examination” cannot see their
importance clearly and this situation confuses teachers how to teach these skills. Thus, we suggested
that MEXT decrease the gap and allow teachers to give deeper understanding of these skills. In
addition, we asked them to include a definition of “Soft Skills.” This will also bring teachers deeper
understand to these skills. In my opinion, this proposal is really amazing as students one. If we had
been not ISC participants, we could not have submitted it to MEXT, a really strong organization. |

think it is really amazing that students could do such a great thing. Of course, MEXT may have
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already noticed what we asked to them. However, the fact that we were able to submit our proposal to
the strong organization is an amazing contribution. I hope that MEXT reflects our proposal even a

little, and that it will make an impact to the Japanese future education.

ISC64 made me realize how I am so nervous and negative and my lack of communication and
English skills. It was first time for me to discuss social issues seriously with foreigners. Before the
discussion, I thought I could share my opinion just as I did in the study meeting before the main
conference. However, as soon as the main conference had started, I couldn’t share my opinion as
much as I had thought. To be honest, it was so stressful. It was so obvious that I fell behind in
discussion, and this environment made me so nervous. It was so regretful that I could not argue my
opinion. I had never experienced such a regretful emotion. Of course, it surprised me, but now, I
appreciate to the environment. Thanks to ISC, I could realize my weakness. Now, I am so keen at
studying English again and improving my communication skills. Using those skills, I would like to
show how I changed in the next ISC. ISC also told me the importance of corporation. Through the
main conference, I got so many helps from Table4 members and other participants. Table4 members
especially helped me a lot. I cannot thank them enough for many things such as discussion, studying
meeting, daily conversation and so on. Thanks to them, I was able to learn the importance of helping
each other, regardless of schedules. I also realized that such a strong teamwork brought us a patience
to solve difficult problems. This might be one of the important things I learned to fulfill my future

dream. If [ become a leader, [ want to be such a generous one.

Finally, I did my best in Table4: 21century’s education. Sharing much time in this table, one hope
occurred to me. [ want to see elementary school students who join classes with lots of fun. Through
interviews with many elementary school’s teachers, I felt todays classes sounds not interesting, and, in
some part, as same as | experienced. Classes I experienced ware not so interesting. Most of them were
time for memorizing what are written in textbook. I wish I could have learned them with many
activities. Therefore, I would like to make much more interesting classes students will keep in mind

them for good.

ISC64 is the best experience in my life even now. I can proud to join this program. Thank you for

all members who planned this brilliant program.
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TABLE 5

The Global Rise of Religious Violence

Table Chief: Boryana Saragerova

Business Report

Religious-related terrorism, violence and discrimination against religious groups by governments
and rival faiths, attacks on minority faiths, sexism, racism, violation of human rights — happen on a
regular daily basis because of the difference in religions. Furthermore, the cases of such violence no
matter if it’s verbal of physical, have increased in every major region of the world in the last decade.
The Global Rise of Religious Violence is a complex contemporary topic as it tries to explains the
reasons behind the hostility and terror in the mind of God. When discussing it we cannot exclude other
factors such as politics, level of democracy, economic stability, ethnical and cultural specifics, etc.
During the conference I went through the various aspects of the issue, found different and sufficient
means to prevent religious violence and spread awareness on religious tolerance.

The participants of Table 5 were given homework in advance in order to be fully prepared for the
conference Participants were divided into groups of two and each group had to analyze an event,
which represents a religious violence in its core. In their analysis the group will have to examine the
motivation of the perpetrators, the justification they have used in order to determine their actions as
morally acceptable and in which religion does this justification lie, the act itself — when, where it
happened, what are consequences of this event, how did the public respond to it and what effect did it
have on the development of religious violence in general (did it provoke more atrocities or not).

Discussions during the main conference began with the topic of “what does religious violence
mean to you?” and the participants pointed out the most significant aspects of the topic — bias towards
religion, manipulation, lack of freedom of speech, 21% century media and its part in the events related
to the phenomenon. Moreover, the members gave a definition of the term “religious violence” (every
violent act in the name of religion), discussed about how religion is generally used as an excuse when
it comes to violent acts, talked about religious terrorism, culture, ethnicity (which are connected to a
lot of aspects), opportunity, motivation of the perpetrators, justifications, wrongful interpretations, hate
crimes, minorities and abuse of law. The table members highlighted important aspects of the cases —
that they weren’t perpetrated for religious reasons, participants defined them as religious terrorism acts
and further discussed about the role of the individual — a desperate person, who is experiencing an
identity crisis. This led to talks about prevention — ideas such as psychiatric evaluation, education,

restrictions on preachers, who usually misinterpret religious teachings, interfaith discussions, etc. This
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led to talks about prevention — ideas such as psychiatric evaluation, education, restrictions on
preachers, who usually misinterpret religious teachings, interfaith discussions, etc. The participants
were leaning towards a solution about peace/religious education even at the beginning of the
discussion process.

The meeting between the participants and Prof. Fujiwara (who gave a brief lecture) gave the table
members a clearer vision on their policy proposal. Peace education, citizenship education, critical
thinking, religious violence were among the topics that were discussed. Moreover, the professor talked
about UNESCQO’s program on religious education, how the process of educating the teachers can be
difficult, possible partners in this endeavor such as — the Southeast Association for Religious Studies,
International Association for the History of Religions (IAHR), etc.

After the meeting there was a discussion about addressing the proposal to Bangladesh and Japan,
however, the participants chose to address it to Bangladesh as it is one of the participant’s home
country and she (Sumaiya Tanim) is interested in the topic and has inside information that can be
shared with the group. As for the part, where the team had to choose which causes to address social or
religious causes, the debate was heated with few of the participants not agreeing to go with social
causes, which would make the proposal more realistic and efficient.

The participants decided to develop a solution, which would address peace education within the
framework of citizenship education and the participants continued working on it till the very end. The
team was divided into two groups — speakers and writers, the speakers were those who presented the
table’s work during the Final Form and the writers were those who worked on the proposal.

The main issue during ISC64 was the lack of time and at some lack of transparency. Although, I
wish I had driven the online discussions between the participants (before the conference) towards the
solution part, the proposal, it seemed rather impossible as online discussions between teammates, who
are not acquainted is almost always ineffective. The lack of time led to a lot of pressure for the
participants to deliver not one but two things — a presentation for the Final forum and a written policy
proposal. As a table chief I couldn’t change the amount of time that we had, but I did my best to
increase the productivity level of the team. Creating a healthy group environment helped the
participants not to feel pressured or stressed (at least not that much). Table 5 participants were always
passionate and enthusiastic to discuss religious violence, find numerous ways to prevent it, research
more and more to create the most adequate policy proposal and presentation. By being your team’s
number one contact when problems arise and by making your teammates feel more relaxed rather than
pressured.

Another problem that occurred during the last day of discussions — there was a gap between the
two groups — writers and speakers (as previously mentioned the first were responsible for the creation
of the written part of the proposal and the second for presenting during the Final Forum). This led to a

quick recap on the work of the table during the last day.
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During the main conference there were little to none communication problem with both Japanese
and international participants. However, on the first day two of the Japanese participants were not as
active as the rest of the group. What I did was I pointed them when discussing and asking for their
opinion on the matter. This helped and they became more active and relaxed. Soon they became as

active as the other participants.
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Summary of the Policy Proposal

PEACE EDUCATION IN BANGLADESH

Since the uprising of the Arab
Spring in 2011, the world has seen the
global rise of religious violence. Religious
violence is a term that covers phenomena
where religion is either the subject or the
object of violent behavior. It has been a

practical issue also in Bangladesh.

In Bangladesh, the social collapse

in terms of economy and politics is a main
factor of depression among people. In
general sense, education would help to
avoid people conducting religious violence
even when they face depression. However,
education system in Bangladesh is not
effective enough to develop susceptibly of

people.

ISC 64 Table5

Table 5 has come up with an
indicator “Radicalization Index” (RI)

(figure below).

W Social Effect MReduction by Education

The equation of RI is as follows:

RI = Social Effect - Reduction by Education

This proposal aims to enhance a
degree of awareness towards religious
violence and to suggest promoting peace
education in the framework of citizenship
education to advance the quality of
primary education in Bangladesh, aiming
to reduce the occurrence of the religious
violence by building critical thinking skills

among children.




Participants Essay

Haruna Yamakawa

World has faced numerous problems throughout the history. There are still many issues in this
21* century. During the main conference of ISC64, all the table members had discussed about each
topic and tried to find out some possible solutions for the issues. As a member of table 5, we tackled
with one of the most serious world problems: The Global rise of religious violence. Looking at the
world, so many people are suffering from religious violence whether its objective or subjective.
Throughout 9 days, table 5 had tried to analyze the issue come up with a proposal to reduce religious
violence. This paper will address what we come up as a proposal, how it can be more effective, and

how this conference has affected personal future goal.

First of all, the table topic is very complex and has multidimensions rather providing a global
solution, we as a table 5, focused on one country to solve this issue in long term. Religions is not only
matter, but there are also social causes. Most importantly, finding out an adequate solution for each
country is the key since many religions are existing in this world. Therefore, our proposal is mainly
addressed Bangladesh, where are still many religious violence occurs, providing peace education
within the framework of citizenship education which including many contents, such as moral study,
religious study and so on. Bangladesh is the country where the religious violence happened caused by
social factors. Table 5 decided to focus on people, who are highly susceptible who would easily go
into violence, as a target of our proposal, hope to provide them critical thinking skill which might stop

people go into extreme thoughts.

Secondly, based on the proposal, there are several things we can do to make out proposal more
effective. Overall, what we come up with is logical; however, contents of the proposal are needed to
change some. One is training teacher process. Even though, peace education is important, hiring
qualified teacher is necessary. As it mentions above, peace education is included various contents.
Peace education requires teachers to have fully understand on the important of world peace. As well as
certain moral qualities: being impartial, tolerant, capable to control psychological climate in the
classroom during the discussion. Therefore, teachers are needed to have natural understanding on
contents, should not be biased and have their own understanding. Although, in the proposal, table 5
suggested the curriculum for training teachers, it might not be enough. In order to teacher to be
qualified, providing good curriculum from undergraduate is needed. Having natural understanding on
topics and moral qualities are probably long process. Teachers need to learn basic skill during the
undergraduate, then experiences few years to see actual teaching at school as an internship. After pass
these processes, they can be a teacher. Most importantly, since identity or mental condition for

children will be changed as time goes by. So that, keep learning is very important for teachers.
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Another one is research more about Bangladesh. This time, we focused on one country because
proving world proposal is impossible. Giving them more adequate contents of peace education,
researching more about Bangladesh, both qualitative and quantitative data, is needed. So that we can

analyze the problem within the country and make more effective learning curriculum for children.

Thirdly, ISC64 had taught me many things. Most importantly, this experience allows me to
think about “what can I do to solve world issues as a personal level.” What I come up with is “Think
globally and act locally.” As it mentions above, table 5 focus on one country because world solution is
impossible. This can be applied to most of the issues that world has faced. If we want to change
something at global level, we first need to change it in local. Personally, as a next global leader, I want
people who will be a leader after us to have a chance to think about world issue and be able to be
tolerant. After this conference, as my future career, I have made my mind to be an English teacher at
middle or high school, with a hope to help children to have enough English skill to communicate with

world and be aware of world issues. Truly, ISC64 helped me to rethink about my personal future goal.

In conclusion, to tackle with world issues in 21* century, specifically on the Global rise of
Religious Violence, table 5 proposed peace education within the framework of citizenship education.
However, there are still some parts that we can change in out proposal, such as training teacher
process and researching more on Bangladesh. ISC64 is definitely one of the most precious memories
in my life that allows me thinking about my future from various aspects. The world still has many
issues and might have more as time goes by. Even in the situation, we, as global future leaders, can

make something different even if its not all, but small changes.
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TABLE 6

Refugee Crisis in the Light of Human Rights

Table Chief: Alexandra Prodan

Business Report

People in developed countries usually live in a house, wear tidy clothes, have nutritious meal, go
to school or work, and fall asleep on a comfortable bed. Although some of us lead a life in such a
blessed environment, if we broaden our perspective and look around the globe, we realize that this is
not something normal. There are numerous people who cannot access the minimum daily necessities,
which we tend to take for granted. And if we thoroughly observe these groups of people, one

fundamental problem arises: the lack of human rights.

In 1948, Universal Declaration of Human Rights was adopted by the United Nations. Reflecting
on what had happened during the World War II, they recognized the importance of the collective and
borderless effort by the whole global citizens to protect the basic human rights, regardless of the
nationality. However, even with the influential effort made by the UN, the situation did not change
drastically. All the claim in the declaration did not have enough legal power to force citizen to make
concrete movements nor stop any inhumane acts, and as a results, some people still faces difficulties to

get their human rights protected.

The most severe example of these groups of people is refugees. Refugees mean a people who fled
out from their home countries because of the persecution, or the fear of the persecution for any
political, racial or religious matter. The number of refugees is now estimated to reach no less than 65
million people, and myriad stakeholders in the international society are trying to find an effective

approach to reduce the number, yet very few have actually turned out to be compelling.

This is the point that Table 6 of ISC64 put their focuses on. It is obvious that the protection of
refugees is interdisciplinary, and requires various stakeholders’ collective movements to be successful.
It’s unrealistic to tackle this issue by the power of any single party. Therefore, the diversity we had in
table 6 could display a huge value. We had students from 7 different countries including Japan, Korea,
China, Russia, Singapore, Cambodia, and South Africa, and their academic majors varied from
international relations, business, communication studies to science. Some students already had
experiences in a society, as an internship or regular employee. And most importantly, all of us were
students, who are given the privilege to speak out and exchange our opinions without any restrictions.
We had strongly believed that it could be the most productive and suitable place to discuss and

propose some solutions to this issue. All of us frankly shared our unique opinions from our own
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standpoints, which lead us to come up with outputs including consideration for the impacts,

feasibilities, benefits and also demerits, for all parties involved.

However, the journey to our policy proposal was not easy. Starting from the advanced conference
which was held in Japan in late May, we first learned more about the basics of human rights. Most of
us had little to no knowledge on obscure notion of human rights, so we tried to make it clear by

looking through the history, the current existing law and treaties.

As a next step towards the discussion in the main conference, we carried out some case studies of
the refugee issue in order to deepen our insights of the background of why human rights violation
occurs in the society. Through this research, we also decided to specify the case which we would

pursue our proposal against: the Rohingya crisis.

Rohingya crisis is a humanitarian violation in which the Myanmar government persecuted the
Islamic minority as ethnic cleansing, due to political, religious, and historical reasons. The Rohingya
tribe originally resided in the western area of Myanmar called Rakhine State, but now fled out to the
neighboring country, Bangladesh, as refugees. However, the refugee camps soon reached its capacity
due to the overflow of refugees into the camps. There is an urgent need to change this situation and

help them to get access to the minimum level of life as human.

With this consciousness and awareness shared among all members, the actual conference started.
For the first couple of sessions, we started with research and brainstorming. In order to make all the
members equally engaged with high responsibility, we assigned all the members as session leaders,
who were in charge of organizing the contents and managing the discussions for each sessions. This
helped us a lot to get motivated to work toward the same goal and also overcome the conflicts

sometimes arising from the difference of backgrounds.

Through the process of creating the proposal, the selection of the places to settle the refugees was
the most controversial. Currently, the main destination for Rohingyas are Cox’s Bazar in Bangladesh,
but the relief system there still insufficient and the needs for accepting is expanding more and more.
After thorough research, and actually interviewing the participants from the countries, we assessed
some countries with the criteria of “capacity, capability, cultural similarity, citizen willingness, and
benefits for the host”, and finally singled out Indonesia as the most prospective host countries for

refugees.

As for the next step, we carefully addressed the feasibility of our action and found that we needed
counterparts who can provide help to Indonesia to successfully execute the policy of accepting
refugees. After thinking well about the benefits which can be possibly provided, we decided to include

Japan and the United States of America, the countries with biggest powers, as strategic partners for
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Indonesia. These two countries are stating their keen interests on this issue and also can enjoy benefits

from providing financial and material supports to this issue in place of Indonesia.

For the most of the participants, the time we spent during the main conference was challenging
and sometimes stressful. It is sometimes really hard to voice out an agreeable opinion overcoming the
difference among each participants’ thought, and even though we came up with ideas which seems
fruitful, we always faced the problem of the reality. However, we now surely know that nothing can be
achieved without avoiding the challenges we face. We could never reach our final proposal if any of
us had fled from the excessive stress. We actually cannot assess how much impact our proposal will
have on the real society, but our experience of striving to overcome all the challenges would definitely

be an precious asset for each of us. Next step for us is to fully utilize it in the society, as global leaders.
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Summary of the Policy Proposal

Refugee Crisis in the Light of Human Rights

Overview of the Rohingya crisis

The Rohingya Muslims are part of an ethnic minority group in the dominantly Buddhist Rakhine
State located on the west of Myanmar. On 25 August 2017, Myanmar armed security forces launched
a security operation in the Rakhine State against the Rohingyas, resulting in an influx of refugees to
neighbouring Bangladesh.

The Rohingya crisis has gamered international concern. Several countries such as the United
States have condemned the ongoing “ethnic cleansing” (Al Jazeera, 2018). Till this day, the
international community has also been active in providing aid to the refugees in Cox’s Bazaar,
Bangladesh. However, the situation has worsened today (Time, 2018), such that there is an
increasingly urgent need for countries to take up a more active role to relieve the crisis.

Proposed solutions

While repatriation is the most ideal solution, it is unlikely to happen in the near future. Hence, it
is prudent to focus on encouraging countries near Myanmar to accept these refugees, help them to
resettle and integrate into society. The criteria used to assess the suitability of a country are socio-
cultural similarity, capacity and capability, receptive public and stable relations with Japan. Out of the
9 countries which Al Jazeera singled out (Al Jazeera, 2018), Indonesia is singled out. Hence, aid can
channelled to Indonesia to support Indonesia’s efforts.

This is where Japan comes in. Japan is considered as a potential country that is able to contribute
further to relief efforts. This year, Japan has also donated $23 million towards resettlement efforts of
Rohingya refugees in Bangladesh (Nikkei Asian Review, 2018). To protect Japan’s national interests,
it is prudent for Japan to rope in her long-time ally the United States to provide relief efforts to the
refugees in Indonesia, while Japan supports from behind the scenes. These efforts focus on improving
the refugees’ physical and mental health, targeting the refugees’ immediate needs. In the medium to
long term, United States and Japan can invest in Indonesian companies, providing employment
opportunities and livelihood for them.

Benefits for the countries involved

The United States has been actively involved in relieving the Rohingya crisis. Hence, Japan is
providing the United States a chance to be further involved in Indonesia. This enables Japan to
reaffirm diplomatic ties with the United States, which is cerebral to Japan’s national interest.
Furthermore for the United States, this is a move that kills two birds, as it increases the United States’
presence in the South China Sea, enabling the United States to have greater power to keep China in
check (New York Times, 2017). Meanwhile, Indonesia benefits from Japan and United States’ foreign
direct investments (FDI) as she experiences economic growth.
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Participants Essay

Natsuki Okayama

In our proposal, we focused on improving Rohingya refugees' living conditions in Indonesia, and
we aimed to ask the Japanese government to work with the United States to give aids for the country.
Considering the Japanese current attitude of accepting refugees, I think it is difficult to ask the
Japanese government to accept more Rohingya refugees. That is why I mainly support our table
proposal, and I believe that this is a practical proposal. However, in order to make it more practical, in
my perspective, we needed to discuss more if there is a possibility that the United States is willing to
work with Japan on this humans right crisis. As long as I understand, currently, the US president,
Donald Trump, is repeatedly saying “America first” and also prioritizing economic aspect in foreign
relations. In the fact, many countries, including Japan, did not show clear attitudes of dealing with the
Rohingya crisis. Thus, 1 was curious about the possibility that if the United States will intervene.
Although the time was limited during the student conference, I wanted to discuss more and research
more about supports that the United States has interests to intervene the human right crisis and provide
these evidence in our proposal. That's is why, if I could change the proposal, I would like to research
more to make our policy more convincible for people who have a similar impression for the policy
like me so that politicians would more believe that this policy is important and practical to deal with

this Rohingya crisis.

I hope that in terms of local levels, our policy will be able to increase awareness of the Rohingya
crisis among people. Each year Japan accepts a small number of refugees, and there is not much
information from the media about refugees in Japan or this Rohingya crisis. By sending our policy to
society, I believe that some people will look at our policy and acknowledge there is a human right
crisis in Japan. Also, they may check how Japan act in this situation and how Japan treat refugees.
This is an important opportunity to start thinking how each country contributes to the crisis but also
how to improve human rights for people who have different backgrounds, religions, and languages
because some of the causes for the Rohingya crisis is not something special but they also causes that
Japan also has such as stereotypes. Also, recently Japanese government officially says that Japan will
accept 500,000 economic immigrants by 2020. Thus, it is important to take a look back on the
Japanese situation regarding respecting differences and legal systems which protects human rights for
all. In terms of official level, I believe that we would be able to give the Japanese government pressure
to take more action for this crisis. Since our proposal shows how much Japanese and international
students care about this issue. Also, in our proposal, we mentioned establishing a legal foundation to

accept refugees more. By showing this strong attitude from students, I think we will be able to give
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politicians incentives understand more about the current situation in Myanmar and consider how Japan

can intervene in this crisis.

The ISC allowed me to obtain a deep understanding of Rohingya crisis and refugee aid but also
think about my future. Before I participated in this student conference, I had been thinking about how
to approach problems refugees have in general. Through the student conference, 1 was able to learn
several approaches to deal with these problems and important perspectives to do so such as
approaching from a policy aspect. These notices were helpful to broaden my possible research
approaches and understand what kind and how much of knowledge I need in order to achieve my
goals. Thus, this student conference didn't change much about my future goals but it gave me a lot of

choices to reach the goals and also motivation to achieve the goals.

As I mentioned above, through the conference, I learnt how much of the knowledge I need. At the
same time, | noticed how much I do not have knowledge about my chosen field. I also noticed how
having this knowledge is important when I work for refugee in my future. That is why I would like to
put myself more on the academic field and research hard so that I will be able to support my idea and
opinions with information which is from the academic field. After that, I believe I also will be able to
apply this knowledge to current global issues and deal with them in a more practical and reliable way.
Also, I learnt the importance of being open and respecting others. I learnt them through living with
other students together. In this student conference, I made a lot of friends and discussed any kinds of
social issues such as women's rights and LGBT. They always told their own stories and saw their
open-minded attitude towards others. | usually keep in mind to be open mind, however, when I saw
how they cared each word they used and how to make they respect others, I realized that how much I
overestimated situations against people who are facing to difficulties. Thus, in order to be a person
who is open and is able to give peace of mind to others, I would like to interact with more people and
try to learn difficult situations which many people facing. I believe that is also helpful to help refugees

in my future.
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